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SDHHS Events

SAVE THE DATES!

Other Events 
in 

Saskatchewan
-Little Buttons (Saskatoon)
 February 4th every Tuesday till March 24 
-Family and Friends Day Skate (Saskatoon)
 March 14, 2020
 -Coffee Time (Saskatoon)
 March 20, 2020
-Deaf Expo (Saskatoon)
 June 6, 2020 
-Spring Camp (Saskatoon)
14 - 17, April 2020
-Camp Dragonfly (Provincial)
May 25 - 29, 2020
-SDHHS AGM/Family Day (Regina)
June 20, 2020
-Summer Day Camp (Saskatoon)
18 - 21, August 2020
-High Steaks Dinner (Saskatoon)
September 25, 2020 

- ASL Story Time Library (Saskatoon)
First Saturday of every month 
- Deaf Social Night (Saskatoon)
First Friday of every month at 
-rRemai mModern tour with ASL Interpreter
March 7, 2020 (Saskatoon)
-ASL Interpreted at Nutrien Children’s Festival
May 30, 2020 (Saskatoon)
- Saskatoon Association Deaf 75th   
Anniversary Banquet (Saskatoon)
June 6, 2020
- Saskatoon Deaf Senior Coffee (Saskatoon)
 Bi-Weekly on Thursdays
- Senior Social (Saskatoon)
Bi-Weekly on Tuesdays
- Saskatoon Deaf Athlettic Club Fun Bowl
March 7, 2020 (Saskatoon)
-Saskatoon Deaf Athlectic Club Buffet Dinner
March 21, 2020 (Saskatoon)
- Deaf & Hard of Hearing Family Camp 
August 9-15, 2020 (Provincial)
- ASL Practice Group for Adults
Once a month

Save 
this page on your 

fridge!

Please go to page 22 to 
see the posters for more 

information
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Board of Directors

Gord Hein President
Paulette Smith Director
Michelle Grodecki Secretary
Art Hillcox Treasurer
Gale Estell Director
Mustafa Alabssi Director
Ashley Corriveau Director
Shayla Tanner Director
Jessica Tiefenbach Director
Carter Hnatuk Director

WHO WE ARE

Saskatoon Office

Nairn Gillies Executive Director
Kami Harbidge Executive Assistant  

Human Resources
Finance

Sue Schmid Interpreter
Tyler Burgess Interpreter
Dean Wiebe Interpreter

Jody Thompson Vocational Worker
& Youth Worker

Robyn Holmes Early Childhood, Youth 
and Family Services

Nicole Musey Sign Support 
Professional

Rose Wu Office Coordinator

Bree Sproule Preschool Teacher
Alyson Schmid Preschool EA

Regina Office

Karen Nurkowski     Interpreter
Patti Spicer      Vocational Worker 

     & Early Childhood  and
     Family Services
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A message from 
the desk of the 

Executive Director

 The past few months has been busy. 

This quarter Deaf staff met with 8 MLA’s and attended the 
legislature.  They were introduced to the entire legislature and to 
the Premier.  We attended the Throne speech and we were 
invited to a minister’s office to meet one to one. At the Speech 
from the Throne, the Premiere announced his desire to have 
disability legislation introduced. One recommendation set out by 
the Saskatchewan Human Rights Commission (SHRC) was to 
recognize ASL as a heritage language, and as a language of 
instruction in education.  

Ongoing SHRC meetings with Education, Health and Social 
Services to advocate full inclusion are slow but progress is being 
made.  We have on many occasions reminded the committee of 
the letter from Deaf Academics that needs to be addressed, 
following the ASL standards set out by Gallaudet University. 

The Deaf influence and inclusion, has been wonderful; having Patti, Bree, Robyn, and Nicole being more public, 
and outspoken with media and government. This effort is making a powerful impact. Several media publications 
and meetings have happened and the stories have been widely shared.  

 

(photos from the StarPhoenix article, October 31, 2019)

We have begun the yearly plan for SDHHS, while much depends on budgets and staffing, commitment to the 
cause of equity and access is at an all time high.  We are ever so thankful for all the board and staff who 
persevere through the cold to work for us.
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The 2019 High Steaks Dinner was a HUGE 
success again this year! We raised close to 
$20,000!! Thank you for supporting SDHHS and 
helping us to provide programs to our Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing communities in Saskatchewan. 

Special thanks to Tammy Benson and Brad 
Stratychuck for being our guest speakers and 
sharing their story.

A special thanks to our event sponsors:

Entertainment Sponsor:
    Brad’s Towing
Dinner Sponsor:
    SIGA
Gold Sponsors:
    Astro Towing
    SRV Canada VRS
Silver Sponsors:
    Merlin Ford
    Alto Hearing
Other: 

WestJet

High Steaks 
Dinner

September 27, 2019

Past Events
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  Past Events

Community 
BBQ

October 2, 2019
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   Past Events

Mini Pumpkins. Facepaint. Music. Games. Snacks. Photo Booth. Social. Fun.

Costume 
Party!

Oct 19, 2019

8



  Past Events

Santa Claus & Mrs. Claus. Games. Volunteers. Social. Presents. Ho-Ho-Ho!

Christmas 

Party
Nov 30, 2019
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Past Events

Seniors
Christmas

December 19,  2019
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Past Events

During the 2020 February break SDHHS’ 
Vocational Department  hosted a 3-day 
sewing skills workshop in Regina for 
students to learn how to sew sellable items. 
February 18 - 20 was packed with aprons, 
bowl cozies, sock monkeys, and fun!  We 
discussed costs, advertising, profit, markets, 
and pricing.  Then we took to drawing out 
patterns, measuring, cutting, sewing, and 
completion of projects. 

It was a very busy fun 3 days!

 

Sewing 
Workshop 

Regina
February 2020
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“A huge difference between a signing preschool and a normal preschool is there’s no pressure 
for kids to speak or communicate in just one way.” -Deaf parent of a hearing child

CCCC PRESCHOOL
This year the preschool staff is the same as last year: Bree Sproule and Alyson Hein. The program, Children 

Communicating Connecting, and in Community preschool for Deaf, Hard of Hearing and Children of Deaf 
Adults is now in its second year! It is wonderful to see how many changes there are from the first year to 

now. Currently there are eleven preschoolers! The Preschool Staff has been working on developing 
curriculum to provide the best possible education in American Sign Language and English. The CCCC 

Preschool has different themes every 6 weeks; farming/harvest, community leaders, Holiday/Christmas, and 
the current theme is superheroes! Also there are family involvement days to support families and the 

community! The families have attended Lala's Farm, The Wonderhub, ice skating, ASL classes for parents, 
Halloween party, gingerbread building, story time, sledding, Fire station and many more! 
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ASL / ESL Classes 

The Saskatoon SDHHS Vocational Department started an ASL/ESL class in January, 2020.  There are 6 
students registered to attend these classes.  The ASL/ESL class runs Monday to Thursday from 9:30am 
to 11:30am for approximately 10 weeks.
 

ASL is the abbreviation for American Sign Language.
ESL is the abbreviation for English as a Second Language.

 
Many of the attendees of the ASL/ESL class are Newcomers to Canada and have little to no ASL nor 
English.  Acquiring literacy and language is an imperative step to becoming employed! The class is  
learning a lot from the Instructor and from each other!
 
The Instructor, Shelly Carver, is working with many different programs to teach the participants ASL and 
English.  She is incorporating Bravo, Deaf Can!, and experiential learning opportunities such as Job 
Fairs, social events, and community participation.  The ASL/ESL group is being supported by many staff 
at SDHHS including our Signing Support Professional, Interpreters, the Early Childhood and Family 
Support Worker, and the Vocational Worker.
 
SDHHS hopes to host a second set of ASl/ESL classes in the Spring.  If you know of anyone who might 
benefit from these classes, please email jody@sdhhs.com to find out more information.
 

Saskatoon
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This year, Nicole and Robyn have revamped Little Buttons by changing the curriculum. It is more unique, 
and more hands on. There are themes that hold interest of  the little ones (and the adults). And they have 
been enjoying teaching the class! This program has been really successful, and SDHHS has been lucky 

to host it at the wonderful Learn n’ Play Cafe. During little buttons, they have been teaching colours, 
weather, stories, rhythms,  shapes, sizes, and many more! This is great for parents to learn activities with 

their babies and for toddlers to explore and think about new ways to play. 

When Little Buttons’ classes end, the parents typically get together socializing. This gives them a great 
support in each other and lets the other little ones socialize before it’s time to leave. We have noticed a 

few of our students are signing more compared to last fall 2019. To us, this means the curriculum is good 
and they are learning literacy and language at an early age to ensure successes when they go to school!  

Many thanks to Learn and Play Cafe and to our sponsor, Access Communications Children’s Fund!

Sponsored by:

“I loved having a place to learn some sign language I could practice with my children at home. 
They really enjoyed signing along to the music videos.” - A Parent from Little Buttons class
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Early Childhood, Youth & 
Family Services Worker 

Hi! I was thrilled to come back to work in September 2019 from being away for 
almost a year on maternity leave. I’m even more excited to have a new staff person join us, Nicole Musey! 
Nicole has brought positive energy to help our work and the community.

 
The focus for the Early Childhood and Family Services program this year is to try and have the community 
get together for D/HH children and parents and by expanding ASL awareness. Not forgotten, we want to 
make sure that the Youth and Seniors also get an opportunity to be involved. With this, we have been 
hosting Little Buttons for age 0-4, we hosted a Costume party, Christmas gathering, and continue 
welcoming and enjoying our Seniors and their expertise.

 
There has been so much “video editing” here at SDHHS! We worked with CCCC Preschool creating fun 
short videos in different themes such as Halloween and Christmas. We are continuing to work on creating 
video storybooks in ASL to show and teach others in the D/HH community across the province.

 
There’s always some new project happening in my office and many families to work with. I look forward to 
seeing our community grow. I really appreciate you all supporting us, sharing ideas, and helping us when 
we need you. We will be attempting to host an event once a month, so keep your eyes open watching 
SDHHS’ Facebook and Instagram for our next events! 

All the best, 
Robyn Holmes

Hello everyone! It has been my pleasure working here at SDHHS as the Sign 
Support Professional! I started working at SDHHS in September 2019. I am 
profoundly Deaf and originally from Prince George, BC. I recently graduated from 
Gallaudet University with a B.A in Education in May 2019 and plan to continue my schooling in the future.

It has always been my dream to work with young D/HH children. This position gives me the opportunities to 
do that, which I am very thankful for. I want to acknowledge that the quality life for D/HH people in 
Saskatchewan has a long way to go. I am determined to bring the community together to help nourish and 
grow the next generation of young D/HH people. I can tell, big changes are coming soon!   

Saskatchewan is truly one of the gem provinces! I'm also proud that my Ukrainian heritage is rooted here 
too! I am looking forward to seeing familiar faces and to meeting more new people!

Kind Regards, 
Nicole Musey

Sign Support Professional
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Community training classes in Regina and 
Saskatoon on video production.

Here at SDHHS we have expanded our video production. 
Here is what some of that looked like in 2019. - Tyler Burgess

From the Media 

We started to create a Library of online story books in ASL.

We worked with the CCCC Preschool to create Halloween and Christmas content.
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Getting the word out about some of Saskatchewan’s Deaf Entrepreneurs. 

We have created video interpretation for 
government and other organizations.

Continued - From the Media 

We have also been making our announcements 
through videos on Facebook and our website.

And, building awareness with “Deaf like me” videos.

Stay Tuned for more upcoming content in 2020. Just search “SDHHS” on YouTube.
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Remembering Roger Carver
It has been a full year since Roger passed away and we wanted to honor his memory, as he 
was an important part of SDHHS and in the Saskatchewan D/HH community.

Roger carver was instrumental in the recognition of ASL as a language of instruction and a heritage 
language in BC and in Alberta,  His legacy lives on with some of the Graduates of his BC preschool 
in standing up for accessibility.  - Nairn Gillies

“It takes a village to raise a child.”

Learning Vacation Experience (LVE) is the place where Nicole truly 
found her Deaf identity at an early age.

Holly Museys 
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… Continued
 Here’s one of Roger’s Articles that he wrote for the
Eye to Eye in the DCS Newsletter, Sept/Oct 1997
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… Continued

Thank you for everything you’ve done for the D/HH community Roger!
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Summary from his interview
NC Raine | January 05, 2020. https://www.eaglefeathernews.com/arts/deaf-artist-reclaims-his-culture-through-art

Torrie Ironstar, from Carry the Kettle Nakoda First Nation.

 “My art is about colours, patterns, and textures. Like playing with your senses and letting colour define 
your emotions, feeling the textures, and listening to the story through the patterns,”

“Most of my paintings have their own stories. They have different perspectives by the people who see it 
and let their emotions dance with the vibes and find stories in the paintings.”

Ironstar wasn’t always communicating so passionately through art. Growing up in Regina, he said one of 
his major obstacles was finding appropriate services to accommodate his needs, often having to rely on 
family or friends to interpret for him. He also said society often equates being deaf with being “dumb” - 
having that stigma follow him around for much of his life. 

Much of Ironstar’s art depicts Indigenous portraits, which 
he says is mainly inspired by old pictures or books. But the 
portraits are infused with Ironstar’s touch – radiant colours, 
mixed media collages, geometric shapes.  

Ironstar remains passionately focused on his art and 
encouraging others to overcome their obstacles through 
art.

“Art is our form of expression from the subconscious and 
the spirit. It can impact anyone who sees your art,” he 
said. “There’s no bad or wrong or poor in art. Art is art.”

Photos from the Eagle Feather News

Reclaiming Culture through Art
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ASL Classes started 
again in Saskatoon at 
the end of January 
2020. 

Nicole did a great job in 
Fall 2019 teaching her 
first ASL Class and she 
is taking on two full 
classes this term! 

If you or someone you 
know is interested in 
taking ASL Classes, 
please email our Office 
Coordinator at 
saskatoon@sdhhs.com 
to be added to the ASL 
Class Saskatoon 
contact list.

ASL Classes started 
February 4th, 2020 in 
Regina.

Twyla and Caroline have 
been the ASL 
Instructors in Regina for 
many years now. 

If you or someone you 
know is interested in 
taking ASL Classes in 
Regina, still please  
email our Office 
Coordinator at 
Regina@sdhhs.com to 
be added to the ASL 
Class Regina contact 
list.
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Saskatoon 
Star Phoenix
Advocates say lack of sign 
language in Sask. schools a 
'crisis'
November 12, 2019 
https://thestarphoenix.com/news/local
-news/advocates-say-lack-of-sign-lan
guage-in-sask-schools-a-crisis

CBC Saskatchewan
Toddler ASL group fills a 
gap in Sask. Deaf, Hard of 
Hearing community
November 22, 2019 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/sas
katoon/asl-toddler-group-sask-1.5366
699

Saskatchewan
Early Learning Program 
Opens For Children Who 
Are Deaf And Hard Of 
Hearing
November 23, 2018 
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/governme
nt/news-and-media/2018/november/23/e
arly-learning-program

CTV Saskatoon
It’s International Day of Sign 
Language 
September 23, 2019 
https://saskatoon.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId
=1786842
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H3 World
http://www.h3world.tv
Facebook: H3 World Tv

The Daily Moth 
www.dailymoth.com
Facebook: The Daily Moth

DPan TV
https://dpan.tv/
Facebook: Dpan.tv

Seek The World
http://seektheworld.com/
Facebook: Seek The World

The Flipside Show
Facebook: The Flipside Show

Rocky Mountain Deaf School 
ASL Story
https://www.youtube.com/user/RMDSCO/featured
Facebook: Rocky Mountain Deaf School
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ForEverly Yours Clothing Co
www.foreverlyyours.com

info@dalspoke.com

hello@lilapip.com

findingsolaceart
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Beautiful Toques donated 
to SDHHS by the lovely 

Makers at St. Thomas Wesley 
United Church in Saskatoon.

If you need a toque to stay 
warm this winter, stop by 

during office hours and pick 
one up. There are still a few 

left on the shelf.

Thanks so much to Brad's 
Towing for delivering them to 

SDHHS!!
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