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Celebrating our Community

Children’s Festival of Saskatchewan

Saskatoon Pride Festival

SDHHS was excited to participate in the Children’s Festival of
Saskatchewan from June 4–7. Our booth featured a Saskatchewan 
Animals theme with a fun camping atmosphere.
We enjoyed meeting Deaf, Hard of Hearing and hearing children and 
their families, as well as connecting with professionals who wanted to
learn more about our Early Childhood and Family Services (ECFS) 
program and other SDHHS services. Our booth also gave children, families, and community members the
opportunity to learn some ASL, connect with our team, and experience Deaf culture in a fun and welcoming way.
A heartfelt thank you to our amazing volunteers & staff. We were fortunate to have youth, adults, and seniors, both
Deaf and hearing, help at our booth. Their time and enthusiasm made the event a success. 
Before the festival, we also provided a basic ASL session for the Children’s Festival staff and volunteers. It was
wonderful to see so many people eager to learn ASL and help create a more welcoming and inclusive community.
We're looking forward to next year.
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At the end of June, fourteen SDHHS staff members/volunteers participated in the Saskatoon Pride Festival, both by
marching in the parade and by setting up a tent in the Community Services Village. It was a great opportunity to
support the LGBTQIA+ Community and spread the word about SDHHS’ important services.
Approx. 10,000 people lined the streets to watch the parade. As we marched, we handed out 200 brochures with
homemade Dragonfly suncatchers. At the Community Services Tent, we had over 530 people stop by for a visit and
talk about SDHHS and the Deaf/HH community.
It was a great weekend with tons of energy and laughs – 
we’re looking forward to participating again in 2027!
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The City of Regina displayed blue lights from June 26–28 in
recognition of Deafblind Awareness Month.
Deafblind Awareness Month is an opportunity to raise
awareness about people who are deafblind, celebrate their
contributions, and promote greater understanding,
accessibility, inclusion, and equal opportunities within our
communities.
I would like to take a moment to thank Ashley Nemeth for
sending a letter to the City of Regina requesting the blue light
display. This is the second year that the City has recognized
Deafblind Awareness Month in this special way.
On June 26, we gathered at City Hall to celebrate Deafblind
Awareness Month and watch the blue lights. It was a very
special evening, and it was wonderful to come together as a
community to recognize and celebrate the deafblind
community.
Thank you to everyone who came out to support and
celebrate with us. Your presence made the evening even more
meaningful. Together, we continue to raise awareness and
build a more inclusive community for people who are
deafblind.

Patricia Spicer 

One of the unique aspects of Camp Dragonfly is the
participation of Educational Assistants from schools across
the province. By learning and using ASL alongside the
campers, they expand the communication opportunities
available to the students they support, helping create a
world where Deaf and Hard of Hearing children can connect
with more people, more confidently, every day.

Your paragraph textDesigned for Deaf and Hard of Hearing youth.
Camp Dragonfly is a vibrant, Deaf-led camp where
learning happens naturally through play,
adventure, shared experiences, and meaningful
connections. Our incredible Deaf staff—Rae-Mairi,
Denny, Mustafa, and Fatima—lead engaging
instructional sessions that immersed campers in
American Sign Language (ASL), Deaf culture, and
the joy of communication.

Camp Dragonfly: Where Language, Laughter, and Lifelong Connections Take Flight
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Summer Day Camp 2026 was successful
again this year! SDHHS hosted kids from July
27–31 with an exciting Ocean theme! Summer
Day Camp 2026 was successful again this year!
SDHHS hosted kids from July 27–31 with an
exciting Ocean theme! Campers immersed
themselves in activities that let them imagine
life under the sea and while building friendships
within the Deaf community. We welcomed Deaf,
Hard of Hearing, and CODA children, supported
by two SDHHS staff and three summer
students. Throughout the week, campers
challenged themselves at Peak Warrior, took a
snorkelling lesson and went on swimming
adventures. They explored the UofS Museum of
Natural Sciences, cooled off at Brighton Core
Spray Park, and wrapped up the week with bath
bomb making, a scavenger hunt, and a movie
afternoon featuring Moana 2. Along the way,
they enjoyed ocean-themed snacks, and had
opportunities to expand their ASL vocabulary. A
heartfelt thank you to our SDHHS staff, summer
students, and our funders for making this
memorable week possible and for supporting
children as they grow, connect, and gain the
sense of belonging in the Deaf community.

This summer we have welcomed three summer students to our team! They have helped us run events,
and have tackled a variety of office projects, making sure everything continues to run smoothly.

Thank you Mohamad, Erin and Chyenne for your hard work and great energy. 

We are excited to welcome Carla Klassen to our interpreting team. She is transitioning from our
freelance roster to join the Saskatoon team as a part-time staff member.
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Upcoming Events 

Check our our community events calendar at SDHHS.com for more Deaf friendly events in
Saskatchewan like WEGO on August 30th! 

https://sdhhs.com/
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Upcoming Events Continued

To keep updated, follow us: 
Facebook.com/SDHHSinc/

instagram.com/sdhhsinc/

https://facebook.com/SDHHSinc/
https://instagram.com/sdhhsinc/
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